
 

Mount Carmel Academy Foreign Language Department 

The goal of the Foreign Language Department is for every student to acquire an understanding of the 

language she is studying as well as to express herself clearly and effectively in the target language. Our 

mission is to encourage students to develop a recognition of the universality of human experience and an 

understanding of the people whose language is studied through insights into their values and behavioral 

patterns.  

 

The Foreign Language Department of Mount Carmel Academy is comprised of 14 teachers. Classes are 

made up of 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students. We offer the following classes: Spanish I, 

Spanish I Honors, Spanish II, Spanish II Honors, Spanish III, Spanish III Honors, Spanish IV Honors, 

Spanish V AP, French I, French I Honors, French II, French II Honors, French III, French III Honors, 

French IV Honors, French V Honors, Latin I Honors, Latin II Honors, Latin III Honors, Latin IV Honors, 

Latin IV AP, Latin V Honors and Latin V AP. 

 

We adhere to the ACTFL World Readiness Standards for language learning: Communication, 

Connections, Comparisons, Culture, and Communities. Communication occurs in the following modes: 

interpersonal and presentational speaking and writing as well as interpretive communication of both print 

and audio texts. To learn a second language, a student must not only be given constant exposure to the 

language, but must also be offered every opportunity to use it in real-life communicative situations. The 

typical Mount Carmel Academy language classroom is focused on maximizing use of the target language, 

mastering grammar and instilling appreciation for the cultures associated with the target language.  

 

While our primary instructional goal is to maximize the use of the target language in the classroom, 

English may be the more appropriate language in which to hold discussions on difficult grammar topics or 

complicated cultural issues. As a result, we do allow the use of the primary language in moderation. 

 

An important component of the language classroom is culture. Most students who decide to major in 

language do so not because of the written and spoken words themselves, but rather because of the 

culture that comes as an inherent part of the language experience. We believe that the cultural 

component is critical in creating life-long learners and in incorporating values in our curriculum.  

 

We believe in incorporating alternative assessment techniques into the curriculum and spend a great deal 

of time researching and developing assessments that encourage communication in the target language. 

Summative assessments are driven by various formative assessments. Students also measure their base 

knowledge and growth through the use of proficiency checklists over the course of their language study. 

 

The Foreign Language Department sees technology as an integral part of our instructional strategies. We 



believe as 21st century teachers that technology is our bridge to engaging 21st century learners. Some 

technological resources include the following: MacBook Airs, SMART Boards, Google Apps for 

Education, Prezis, student response systems, iMovie, Voicethread, interactive online textbooks, online 

discussion boards, and blogs. The department has created a website to allow teachers to access any 

pertinent information related to foreign language at Mount Carmel Academy.  

 

Our students are required to fill out an online teacher evaluation form at the end of the first semester and 

then again at the end of the year. By asking our students for their feedback in the middle of the year and 

not just at the end, we are able to incorporate changes immediately. Many of our changes in 

assessments and teaching techniques are the direct result of feedback we obtain from our students.  

 

We believe that a supportive learning environment must be fostered so that students feel free to approach 

their instructor with any questions or problems. Each student is a valuable member of the classroom 

community. Teachers and students collaborate throughout the learning experience to foster an active 

learning environment in which students engage with the target language and with each other. 


